
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings from Siem Reap 

24th May,2009 

News: 
After being back in the sophisticated world of Singapore last week, I was 

reluctant to return to Siem Reap and say good bye to those small luxuries 

in life we all take for granted. However once I was back  here in the 

schools it was great to be reunited with the CFC family. For the first 

three days this week we had no electricity at school. The implications of 

this meant no computers, no water being pumped to the toilets or the 

water station, no laminators and probably the most trying for me is the 

fact that there are no fans in the Teachers Resource Center. When the 

electricity was connected again we all were thankful for small mercies. 

On a personal note I had the real privilege  to have a dear friend visit me 

in Siem Reap this week. She has become the first ordained Buddhist nun 

in New Zealand. She began her journey in Buddhism while living in Siem 

Reap 11 years ago. She was singularly the most influential person in my 

education career.She was  my mentor teacher in my 2
nd

 year of teaching. 

It was wonderful to walk with her through Siem Reap and revisit her 

favorite places. She very comfortably slotted back into the school 

environment when she visited Amelio School. Here she is seen sharing 

snack with the junior teachers. 

                          
This week all administrators and mentor teachers  from CfC schoolshave 

been visiting classrooms to observe teachers teach a model lesson they 

learned in the NIE (National Institute of Education, Singapore) 

workshops. I have been accompanying the evaluators into the classrooms 

and have been very pleased with what I have observed. Many of the 

teachers have chosen to teach lessons around the theme of Hygiene.  

Bowls of water, cakes of soap, bundles of toothbrushes and tubes of 

toothpaste have been put to good use this week. We intend to make these 

materials part of our everyday education for  kindergarten children 

through to our senior students. Check out some of the photos taken of 

teachers and children involved in these lessons.  

               
                                                 

               
 

SAS Returns: 

   
Maria Cremer parent leader of the  SAS middle school 

CFC group organized a group of fathers and sons , 

(with the  positive addition of some mothers and 

daughters) to come to Siem Reap to volunteer at 

Aranh School during the long weekend. Despite the 

negative weather conditions this group of volunteers 

faced, they performed wonders. They worked on  

digging holes for  fence posts to be concreted into, 

planting trees, painting tables and building wonderful 

relationships with students at this school. A big thank 

you goes out to Maria and her volunteer group. 

Bob Returns: 
                      

                     
 

We have also been fortunate to have Bob Brundage 

return to volunteer for 2 weeks. Bob has become our 

resident volunteer painter. He has completed the 

painting of the  furniture in Aranh School cafeteria, 

and has also painted new Kindergarten tables for the 

Aranh Kindergarten room. This new paintwork has 

provided a cheerful facelift for our furniture in Aranh 

School. In this photo he has a new apprentice learning 

the skill of painting -  5 year old Saret. 

 

Pre School News: 
Nareth our preschool coordinator faced a steep 

learning curve last week when she was received 

lessons from Suy Sopea on how to present an 

interactive DVD using the school laptop . It was a 

thrill to watch this tutorial take place and an even 

greater thrill to watch Nareth present the DVD on 

basic hygiene to the group of preschool moms on 

Friday. The preschool moms were very interested to 

learn about hygiene using this interactive DVD. It was 

equally as good as viewing a movie in a Gold Class 

cinema in Singapore. Thanks to Paige Okun for 

sourcing these valuable teacher resources for us at 

CFC schools.  

                 


